DIAGNOSING WEAK OR NO SPARK
ON BATTERY IGNITION
(DISTRIBUTOR, NO MAGNETO)

Good Spark From
Coil High Tension?

Rejoice!
Now get back to work!

NO

With ignition on, voltage
at (+) side of coil?

Voltage at (-) side
of coil?

NO NO
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Engine may have
stopped with points
open, proceed.

Work backward from

coil to ignition switch

to battery testing for

voltage. Bad wire or
bad switch.

Points operating, but
possibly dirty or bad
adjustment. Clean or
replace points.

Disconnect wire wire from coi
to distributor. Voltage at (-)
side while cranking?

Burned points, points
out of adjustment
(never closing), bad
wire or connection
between distributor
and coil, or missing
contacts at points.

Check distributor for
short. Either points
are stuck, condenser is
shorted, or insulator/
wires shorted.

Voltage at (-) side of coil YES,
while cranking? BUT JUMPY
YES, CONSTANT
A
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Replace Coil.
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